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Opposing Views Podcast: 
Should SJSU students pay 
an extra $30 a year to fund 
renovations to the Student 
Union?
NEWS
Phillip Percy Williams and Renee 
Lubin, dressed up as Barack and Michelle Obama, fi st 
bump as part of “Beach Blanket Babylon.” 
Not a single drop of rain fell 
at the intersection of Winchester 
and Stevens Creek boulevards 
between Westfi eld Valley Fair and 
Santana Row shopping centers as 
a crowd had gathered Wednesday 
night for a candlelight vigil.
Aft er a morning of rain, about 
350 people stood at each cor-
ner  of the intersection, where 
candles were passed out to those 
without. A single fl ame led to 
hundreds of twinkling lights as 
the crowd began the peaceful 
vigil at 6:30 p.m.
Th e event was held to bring at-
tention to the California Supreme 
Court hearings on the validity of 
Proposition 8, California’s same-
sex marriage ban which was 
passed by voters last November. 
Cold weather did not keep 
Rebecca Daily, a senior English 
major, from att ending the vigil. 
As she placed a pair of black mit-
tens on her hands, which were 
given to her by someone in the 
crowd, she and her friend held a 
banner up high with a sketch of 
Harvey Milk, the late openly gay 
San Francisco supervisor.
“It makes me proud to be a 
Californian and at a place where 
I can do this,” Daily said. 
Many in the crowd were bun-
dled up, but the cold tempera-
tures did not get in the way of 
their message. Signs were held up 
high with phrases such as “I Do 
Support the Freedom to Marry” 
and “Equality for All.”
At one point, the crowd broke 
their silence with an eruption 
of cheers when an 18-wheeler 
blasted its horn for a good few 
seconds in support of the vigil. 
Other cars joined in by honking 
every few minutes as they drove 
past the crowd.
Crowds were chanting “Two, 
four, six, eight; Love does not dis-
criminate” and other phrases.
One of the negative reactions 
came from a passing motorist 
who yelled a derogatory term to 
the crowd. 
Th e SJSU campus will be hit 
with a double whammy of cuts 
next fall, causing thousands of 
qualifi ed potential incoming 
students to be turned away and 
the overall campus budget to be 
slashed by 10 percent.
On Feb. 20, the offi  ce of 
the California State University 
chancellor released a statement 
that the 23 campuses in the CSU 
system will be experiencing a 
$283 million budget reduction 
for the coming year.
“While we recognize the se-
verity of the state’s fi scal crisis, 
the budget does not provide the 
resources the system needs to 
meet the needs of our students 
and fund our operations,” said 
CSU Chancellor Charles Reed 
in the statement.
Pat Lopes Harris, director 
of media relations at SJSU, said 
the severe state budget cutbacks 
forced the chancellor to choose 
between educational standards 
and admission levels.
“Th e chancellor felt that he 
had to decide between the qual-
ity of the education that we’re 
providing, and the number of 
students that we could manage,” 
she said. “Th is means that if 
we’re taking too many students, 
we’re not going to be able to 
provide them with the level of 
excellence we aspire to.” 
Reed’s decision was to de-
clare systemwide impaction, 
which will cut enrollment by 
10,000 students across Califor-
nia, he said in his Feb. 20 state-
ment.
SJSU President Jon Whit-
more said in a March 6 faculty 
memo that because SJSU has 
been exceeding enrollment tar-
gets, the campus will be absorb-
“Beach Blanket Babylon” will leave 
its San Francisco home tonight and pay 
a rare visit to San Jose’s California Th e-
atre for a one-night engagement.
Th e event will generate funds for 
SJSU scholarships and celebrate the 
35th anniversary for both the show and 
the SJSU Alumni Association Scholar-
ship Program.
Th e event will also recognize SJSU 
alumnus and “Beach Blanket Babylon” 
creator Steve Silver, who graduated with 
a Master of Fine Arts degree in 1969 
aft er spending his time at SJSU honing 
his skills as an entertainer.
“It was such an important part of 
Steve’s life,” said Jo Schuman Silver, the 
show’s producer and Silver’s widow. 
“And it also was the infl uence or the 
start of Steve gett ing his creative ideas 
Check out a weekend 
recap of Spartan sports.
SPORTSPHOTO BLOG
Check out a slideshow of the play “Secret in 
the Wings” by photographer Michelle Terris. 
Check out photos of the SJSU club rugby team’s 27-12 
victory against the University of San Francisco on Saturday 
by Spartan Daily photographer Andrew Villa.
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State budget hits CSU system hard
Showing solidarity
FINANCES
Experiencing a night in ‘Babylon’
JESSICA FROMM
Staff Writer
University system will 
lose $283M for next year
Fundraiser brings performance 
from SF to SJ for one-night event
See BABYLON, page 2
See BUDGET, page 3
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More than 300 people gathered Wednesday night for a candlelight vigil on Proposition 8 that passed in November.  Protesters 
walked in the crosswalks waving fl ags and signs and shouting in protest. 
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SJSU Spartans baseball team remains one of three 
teams still undefeated in NCAA Division I.
Two writers debate the merits of fee increases for 
remodeling the Student Union.
The comic book epic ‘The Watchmen’ comes 
to the big screen.
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Four dead in two early 
morning car crashes 
SAN JOSE — Authorities say 
four young men died in two 
separate early morning car 
crashes in San Jose and 
Oakland.
In San Jose, 20-year-old Adam 
Mendoza crashed his SUV just 
before 1 a.m. Saturday into a 
center median while driving 
east on Tasman Drive near the 
Santa Clara Golf and Tennis 
Club.
San Jose police Sgt. Ronnie 
Lopez said Mendoza’s 
Ford SUV then hit a pole 
and crashed, killing two 
of his passengers riding in 
the back seat. Lopez said 
Mendoza fl ed the scene but 
returned later with his father. 
The passengers were not 
identifi ed.
In Oakland, police said the 
driver of a stolen Toyota Camry 
crashed into a utility pole 
around 2:30 a.m. Saturday 
and that the vehicle caught 
fi re, killing the two people in 
the car.
- Associated Press
Man kills church pastor 
and assaults others
MARYVILLE, Ill. — Illinois 
state police said a man shot 
a pastor to death and injured 
others at a church during a 
service in the community of 
Maryville.
Illinois Master Trooper Ralph 
Timmins said the man 
exchanged words with pastor 
Fred Winters and then pulled 
out a .45-caliber handgun.
Timmins said the man fatally 
shot Winters once before the 
gun jammed, then pulled out a 
knife and wounded himself.
- Associated Press
Animal owner accused of 
keeping endangered ape
STAMFORD, Conn. — A man 
already accused of keeping 
a collection of wild animals 
including a river otter and a two-
toed sloth has been cited for 
owning an endangered ape.
Pierce Onthank, the president 
of an oil and gas company, 
is charged with illegal 
possession of a primate for 
keeping a siamang, a type 
of gibbon that is native to 
rain forests in Malaysia and 
Indonesia and can weigh up 
to 30 pounds and stand 3 
feet high.
- Associated Press
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PROPOSITION 8
On night before state court 
addresses issue, gathering 
at Santana Row to protest
DAN LU
Staff Writer
Th e audience who att ended 
Kim Young’s talk, “Suicide: What 
makes us do it,” were not spared 
the grim reality of suicide as they 
watched a video of a man jump-
ing off  the Golden Gate Bridge to 
his death.
Th e event, held last Wednes-
day at the Mosaic Cross Cultural 
Center, was not just a lecture, but 
an open discussion among stu-
dents, faculty and alumni.
Young said suicide is the 11th-
leading cause of death in the U.S. 
with more than 30,000 lives lost 
each year. Young said groups 
with higher rates of suicide of-
ten suff er from mental illness or 
socio-economic factors such as 
unemployment.
Police, lawyers, psychologists 
and dentists also have higher than 
normal suicide rates, Young said.
Young also pointed out white 
men have one of the highest rates 
of suicide in the U.S. 
“It appears that in our society 
that white males have the upper 
hand in everything so therefore 
I saw the irony, why do they
have the highest rates of sui-
cide?” she said. 
Th e audience was given ques-
tions by Young and was asked to 
break into groups and interpret 
the data presented by Young. 
To enhance the discussion, clips 
were shown from the 2006 doc-
umentary, “Th e Bridge,” by Eric 
Steel.
With footages of the suicides 
and interviews of family mem-
bers, the documentary showed 
the lives of people who commit-
ted suicide by jumping off  the 
Golden Gate Bridge. Th e bridge 
is the world’s No. 1 suicide desti-
nation, according to a San Fran-
cisco Chronicle article.  
“People travel across the 
world to jump off  it,” Young said.
According to the data Young 
collected, approximately 1,200 
people have jumped off  the Gold-
en Gate Bridge since it opened in 
1937. Seventy-six percent of the 
suicides are witnessed by people 
on the bridge.
Young also reminds the audi-
ence that suicide is a problem 
that aff ects college students. Out 
of 16,000 students surveyed, she 
said, 9.5 percent said they con-
templated suicide. A video made 
by the SJSU Counseling Servic-
es, “Whispers of Harm,” showed 
that one out of fi ve students suf-
fers from depression.
Aparna Atmaram, an SJSU 
alumna who works for the Inter-
national Association for Human 
Values that helps at-risk teens, 
said that awareness of the suicide 
problem in the U.S. is important.
“Th ere are groups of peo-
ple working toward creating 
awareness, that’s the fi rst step,” 
she said.
Sara Mizban and Richard 
Chiovarelli from Counseling 
Services were also at the event to 
discuss the topic. Students seek-
ing counseling can receive up to 
eight free sessions a semester to 
get help dealing with problems 
like depression, anxiety and rela-
tionship issues, they said.
“Any enrolled student just has 
to come in with their student ID 
and fi ll out some paperwork and 
start gett ing services,” Chiova-
relli said.
“You should not walk amongst 
people like they are invisible,” 
Young said as she fi nished her 
presentation. She stressed that 
it was important to not ignore 
people that look like they are de-
pressed.  
“A smile or simple eye con-
tact; it can change someone’s 
outlook,” she said.
Th e Mosaic Center’s next 
event is called “Shaping the Fu-
ture: Th e Right to Education” on 
Th ursday at 5 p.m.
Linda Thuy Nguyen (left) and Hyon 
Chu Yi-Baker (center) listen to SJSU alumna Aparna Atmaram 
as she describes her thoughts about California’s suicide rate.
that morphed into ‘Beach Blan-
ket Babylon.’ It’s really exciting 
for us.”
One of the 14 dean’s scholar-
ships will be named aft er Silver, 
who died in 1995, and given to 
an exemplary student in the Col-
lege of Humanities and Arts. Th e 
event will also garner money for 
the general scholarship fund.
Renee Lubin, an SJSU alum-
na and a performer with “Beach 
Blanket Babylon” since 1986, 
said Silver would be proud to be 
giving students a chance to chase 
their passions.
“Now we’re having issues 
where we have a depressed 
economy, all of the things that 
might inspire students, such as 
the arts, are disappearing,” Lu-
bin said. “And I think that this is 
an example for others to follow. 
I know that he’s looking down. 
He’s proud.”
Known as the world’s longest 
running musical revue, “Beach 
Blanket Babylon” is a musical 
critique on current events, com-
plete with glitzy characters who 
parade the stage in gigantic wigs 
and hats. 
According to its Web site, 
the show has been sold out each 
engagement since its infancy in 
June 1974. On stage, performers 
masquerade as political main-
stays and celebrities to mock, yet 
celebrate, the kookiness of cur-
rent pop culture. 
Schuman Silver said her hus-
band would have been excited 
about coming back to SJSU and 
the chance to support a student 
in the arts.
“For us to perform down 
there, the place that he went to 
and had so many happy years, it’s 
terrifi c,” she said. “It just feels like 
it’s the right thing to do.”
Schuman Silver also said she 
produces the show to continue 
her husband’s legacy.
“We always look at this like 
this was Steve Silver’s creation, 
and he loved it,” she said. “I’m 
carrying it on exactly as if he was 
here. We’re just keeping it going 
in his vision. So that’s the best 
part for me.”
Th e Alumni Association ap-
proached Schuman Silver last fall 
about collaborating on the schol-
arship benefi t.
In a race against the usual 18 
to 24-month window it takes to 
organize benefi ts, the Alumni 
Association and “Beach Blanket 
Babylon” had about six months 
to organize what will amount to 
the largest event the association 
has ever organized, said Paul 
Richardson, the association’s ex-
ecutive director.
Th e concept of teamwork is 
familiar to Schuman Silver, who 
constantly changes the show de-
pending on breaking news.
“If I read it in the newspa-
per or I look at it online, we’re 
able to get it in that night,” she 
said. “Th at’s how good the peo-
ple are.”
“Beach Blanket Babylon” will 
incorporate tidbits of San Jose 
and SJSU into tonight’s perfor-
mance, but the rest is a secret, 
Schuman Silver said.
To her, SJSU represents a fond 
time in her husband’s life.
“Everybody who goes to that 
school loves it,” Schuman Silver 
said. “Everybody has fond mem-
ories of it.”
Juggling Roles 
School, Job, Family, Friends
12:15 to 1:15 p.m. in Clark Hall, 
Room 118.
Contact Veronica Mendoza at 
veronica.mendoza@sjsu.edu
Eminent Speaker 
Series
“Bootstrapping Start-ups: The 
Pros and Cons.” Free and open 
to the public. 6 to 7 p.m. in the 
Engineering building, Room 189.
Contact Anu Basu at 924-3593 or 
basu_a@cob.sjsu.edu
LGBTQQI 
Discussion Group 
Co-sponsored by LGBT Resource 
Center and Counseling Services.
Noon to 1:30 p.m. at the LGBT 
Resource Center. For more 
information, call 924-6158 or 
924-5910.
Pregnancy 
Counseling
Pregnant? Confused? Need Sup-
port? Peer counseling is available 
every Monday. 10:30 a.m. to 
noon in the Guadalupe Room at 
the Student Union and 1 to 3 
p.m. in Hugh Gillis Hall, Room 
255. For more information, call 
376-1233.
Pride of the Pacifi c 
Islands
Hula and Tahitian dance practice.
8 to 10 p.m. in the Aerobics 
Room at the Event Center.
Contact Kristin Tom at 
ppi_sjsu@yahoo.com
Sexual Diversity 
Lecture
“The Process of Cultural Change: 
Post Prop-8 Refl ections on 
Inclusion, Rights and Marriage,” 
with the vice mayor of Campbell, 
Evan Low. 5:30 to 8 p.m. in the 
University Room.
Bruce Moyer
“Soldiers Tale” by Stravinksy.
12:30 to 1:15 p.m. in the Music 
Building Concert Hall.
Contact 924-4673 for more 
information.
Gallery Opening
For students in the School of Art 
and Design. 6 to 7:30 p.m. at 
each gallery in the Art Build-
ing and the Industrial Studies 
building. Contact Ace Antazo at 
SJSU_Galleries@yahoo.com
Spartan Smart Cart
Fresh fruit and veggies.
10:15 a.m. to 4 p.m. in Clark Hall, 
rain or shine. Contact Luisa Gar-
rett at luisa@postalmodern.com
Spartapalooza 
Wellness Festival
Featuring interactive booths, 
workshops, food and giveaways.
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. in Barrett 
Ballroom and Art Quad.
Contact Veronica Mendoza at 
veronica.mendoza@sjsu.edu
Pride of the Pacifi c 
Islands
General meeting. 5:30 to 
7 p.m. in the Ohlone Room at the 
Student Union. Contact Kristin 
Tom at ppi_sjsu@yahoo.com
Tuesday Night 
Lecture Series
Patricia Moore discusses “Design 
for a New Global Economy: A Top 
10 List for Success.” 
5 p.m. in the Art Building, Room 
133  Contact Ace Antazo at 
SJSU_Galleries@yahoo.com
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Discussion seeks open dialogue about suicide
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Staff Writer
BABYLON  Benefi t organized in six months
Continued from page 1
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From Stage to Scholarship
If the 12 remaining tickets 
(as of Friday) are sold, the 1,120 
fi lled seats will raise close to 
$80,000 for student scholar-
ships, said Paul Richardson, the 
executive director of the Alumni 
Association.
A whirlwind of collaborations 
helped to maximize the fundrais-
er’s success and add the year’s 
largest amount to the associa-
tion’s scholarship endowment.
 
To help curb costs, the “Beach 
Blanket Babylon” performance 
was donated, Richardson said.
California Theatre’s rent, 
which usually hangs around 
$10,000 to reserve for the night, 
was lowered to about $1,000.
Team San Jose, a col-
laboration between the San Jose 
Convention and Visitor’s Bureau, 
cut rates in half for workers who 
help behind the scenes.
Richardson said that although 
the university’s endowment fund 
isn’t the biggest in the Califor-
nia State University system, 
SJSU’s Alumni Association gives 
students the highest percentage 
of money from its fund than any 
other alumni association.
“I’m very, very proud of that,” 
he said. “So we’re trying to grow 
the endowment, so we can 
increase the amount we give to 
each scholarship.”
The current scholarships are 
in the form of $1,250, which no 
longer cover a full semester’s 
worth of tuition, Richardson said. 
To bridge the gap between 
rising fees and scholarships that 
don’t cover costs, the association 
must raise funds through events 
such as “A Night with Beach 
Blanket Babylon.”
“This, by the time that it’s 
done, will be the largest single 
event that we’ve ever done,” 
Richardson said.
Diane Pham, a freshman 
business major, had brought her 
friend along to participate in the 
candlelight vigil.
“I feel really proud to walk 
down the streets to see people 
who understand what equal rights 
is,” Pham said.
Several marchers chanted, 
“What do you want? Equal rights. 
When do we want it? Now,” as 
they crossed all corners of the 
high-traffi  c intersection carrying 
signs with their messages.
Marriage Equality Silicon 
Valley was the main organizer of 
the event. 
Other organizations in favor 
of same-sex marriage were rep-
resented across the two sets of 
six-lanes of the road, including 
a Facebook group called Eve of 
Justice and a public education 
campaign named Let Califor-
nia Ring. Various people in the 
crowd said they had heard about 
the event from Out Magazine, 
forums and e-mails from friends. 
Michael Wiesner, a 24-year-
old Santa Clara University law 
student, said the issue of same-sex 
marriage is a human rights issue 
and he said he believes in equality.
“It’s about gay and straight 
people coming together, willing 
to stand with them,” Wiesner said. 
“We all have to be on the same 
streets with them.”
Steve Kline, a publicity coor-
dinator for Marriage Equality Sili-
con Valley, and his partner Layne 
Kulwin were among the crowd. 
Kline, who said he married his 
partner last October, was excited 
to see diff erent nationalities being 
represented along with diff erent 
age groups. 
“I think the key thing is that the 
younger generation is with us and 
that it’s going to change,” Kline 
said. “It’s only a matt er of time.”
At the conclusion of the silent 
vigil, the illuminated crowds gath-
ered under the Winchester Shop-
ping Center plaza sign a litt le past 
8 p.m. and listened to Kline speak. 
“We’re all together in this,” 
he said.
CAMPUSIMAGES
Freshman Marc Barraza makes a save, as Lee Yandow (right), a freshman business major, 
misses a tackle to gain yardage during a muddy pick-up football game next to the A.S. House on Wednesday.
SANDRA SANTOS / Spartan Daily
VIGIL  Protest organized by marriage equality group based in Silicon Valley
ing approximately one-third of 
those systemwide admission 
cuts. Over the next few weeks, 
10,680 new students will re-
ceive lett ers confi rming their 
provisional acceptance to SJSU 
for Fall 2009. 
All qualifi ed freshmen ap-
plicants who att ended Santa 
Clara County high schools were 
admitt ed, as well as those who 
applied before the chancellor 
declared impaction. Still, 4,400 
additional qualifi ed freshmen 
will receive notices that they 
have been rejected. 
“Turning away prospective 
students is a tremendously dif-
fi cult step, one rooted in the 
fi nancial crisis that has gripped 
our state, nation and world,” 
Whitmore said in the memo.
Whitmore went on to say 
that overall enrollment will be 
reduced by nine percent, go-
ing  from approximately 32,750 
students in 2008-2009, to ap-
proximately 29,750 students in 
2009-2010. 
“We think it’s draconian,” 
said Liz Cara, president of the 
SJSU chapter of the California 
Faculty Association, concerning 
Reed’s mandated budget and 
admission cuts. 
“We prett y much run on a 
shoestring already, so there really 
is nothing left  to cut,” she added. 
“With this, we’re cutt ing bone 
now. Everyone will be aff ected.”
Since representatives of the 
CSU have stated that its No. 1 
priority is to help continuing stu-
dents, the courses and sections 
that serve freshmen and transfer 
students will be the fi rst on the 
chopping block. Most lower-lev-
el and general education classes 
off ered predominantly to fresh-
men (for example, English 1A 
and 1B) will be reduced signifi -
cantly in Fall 2009. 
Harris took a positive out-
look on the eff ects of system-
wide impaction.
“Impaction should benefi t 
continuing students,” she said. 
“Th e reason we’re limiting the 
number of new students is that 
we want to concentrate our 
sources on continuing students,” 
she said.
“Th eoretically, the cuts are go-
ing to come to those courses and 
sections that are off ered to only 
incoming students, and we’ll 
have fewer incoming students.” 
In terms of the faculty, uni-
versity lecturers will be hit the 
hardest by this sudden drop in 
budget and enrollment levels, 
said Jonathan Karpf, lecturer 
representative for the faculty 
union and an SJSU lecturer of 
anthropology.
Lecturers oft en have to renew 
their employment contracts, 
and they are oft en defi ned as 
temporary part-time employees 
by the CSU. 
In the CSU system, lecturers 
make up as much as 65 percent 
of the teaching faculty of every 
campus, and many have worked 
at the university for years. Most 
lower-level classes are taught by 
lecturers, Karpf said.
“It is perhaps true that many 
of our lecturers have been on 
these year-to-year contracts for 
a long time,” Harris said. “But, 
nonetheless, these are year-to-
year contracts, and that aff ords 
us some fl exibility,” Harris said. 
“It’s our hope and intention 
to stay in a good position and 
keep all of our employees, be-
cause it’s much more expensive 
to lose someone and have to re-
hire them later.”
Karpf said that he’s being 
bombarded by concerned SJSU 
lecturers who’ve already found 
out that their employment con-
tracts will not be renewed next 
semester.
“I’ve been fi elding e-mails 
and calls from lecturers, some of 
whom have been teaching here 
for some time, who have now 
been told by their chair that 
they have no classes this fall,” 
Karpf said.
Karpf said it’s easy for ad-
ministrators to say that they are 
trying to save jobs, because they 
are instead simply not renewing 
lecturer contracts.
“It’s kind of a convenient 
loophole,” Karpf said. “Th ere is 
a tendency to soft en the blow, or 
at least to represent it as a kinder, 
gentler way of handling a budget 
crisis, to say that they aren’t lay-
ing off  faculty. Th at is because 
lecturer faculty aren’t included in 
the layoff  article of the collective 
bargaining agreement.”
“It’s a bit disingenuous, be-
cause the fact of the matt er is 
that with the 10 percent cuts 
that SJSU will be experiencing, 
sections will be cut, and the fac-
ulty will either have their time 
base reduced or not have any 
jobs at all.”
Karpf said that when the CSU 
has a budget crisis, the people 
who are asked to bear the cost 
of it are the students and the fac-
ulty, not administrators such as 
Chancellor Reed and President 
Whitmore.
“When push comes to shove, 
their words are hollow and mean-
ingless because their actions are 
to cut sections, and to raise the 
fees for students,” Karpf said. 
“Fees are going to go up an-
other 10 percent come fall, so 
it’s going to cost students more 
money, and it will take them lon-
ger to graduate because there will 
be fewer courses available.”
“Th is is how the CSU deals 
with the budget crisis, rather 
than actually subscribing to the 
words that it says, which is to 
protect instruction,” Karpf said.
Harris, the director of me-
dia relations at SJSU, said that 
Whitmore and the SJSU admin-
istration have tried their best 
to deal with the limitations set 
forth by the CSU and state.
“Th ere wasn’t a lot of leeway 
here,” Harris said. “We weren’t 
provided very many choices. So, 
we were given our target, and we 
need to adhere to it. Otherwise 
we won’t have enough funding 
for anybody.”
“Over the long term, impac-
tion, which essentially means en-
rollment caps, should help con-
tinuing students by allowing the 
university to bring its resources 
in line with its enrollment.”
Unlike Harris, Cara said that 
the faculty association fi nds it 
very hard to fi nd a positive spin 
on the impending budget and 
enrollment cuts that will be hit-
ting SJSU.
“For most people (on cam-
pus), I think it’s doom and 
gloom,” Cara said. “People are 
feeling really stressed. Hav-
ing less resources and having 
less classes, that aff ects every 
program. It’s not just incoming 
freshman, it will aff ect students 
that are here now and students 
that are graduating.”
BUDGET  Lecturers could face brunt of cutbacks, faculty representative says
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Mike Lobach and Rebecca Daily, an English major, hold a sign dedicated to Harvey Milk during a 
candlelight vigil in which more than 300 people showed up to protest Proposition 8. 
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In the spirit of Lent and good 
food in general, I’m giving good 
karma points to Vietnamese res-
taurant Tofoo Com Chay. 
It’s not oft en that I like to stray 
from my meals of bloody animal 
carnage, but when I feel like a de-
tox, this is where I go to repent.  
Tofoo Com Chay is located 
on 380 E. Santa Clara St. and its 
name literally translates to “tofu 
vegetarian food.” A friendly, red 
mushroom in its sign beckons you 
to eat it instead of that burger.  
It’s a tiny place, with seating 
for about 10 and enough space 
for another fi ve to stand in line. 
Th e crowd is eclectic, with tat-
tooed bicyclists standing in line 
behind Buddhist monks. Th e 
owner, Ben Banh, is friendly and 
accommodating, and almost al-
ways has a pleasant smile on his 
face.
Heated behind glass dis-
plays, food is off ered for cus-
tomers to choose. Not a fan of 
imitation meat, I usually opt 
for the dishes made with tofu 
and veggies, particularly the 
spicy tofu and eggplant. Unctu-
ous in texture, this dish epito-
mizes Vietnamese fl avors by 
balancing sweet, spicy and salty. 
Th is dish always makes it into 
my to go order along with an-
other item and a side of rice, 
totaling up to an aff ordable $4. If 
you want a third item, it’s only a 
buck more.  
Th e Th ai basil tofu is anoth-
er pleasing dish, with the tofu 
practically melting in your mouth 
upon entry.
My friend who tried the roti 
drumsticks said they were juicy 
and fi rm, almost like biting into a 
McNugget. 
Traditional Vietnamese items 
like the pate choux, a puff  pas-
try usually stuff ed with seasoned 
meat make a prett y satisfying 
snack. 
Banh bao is another seasoned 
meat-stuff ed item but this time, 
wrapped with a soft  and pil-
lowy type of breading, is made 
with rice fl our and can almost 
substitute a meal.
If you’re in the mood for a 
soupy dish, the Bun bo Hue 
is so good, I start to cry a litt le 
when I think about it and life 
is not right unless I have it at 
least once a month. Unlike the 
more popular Pho, the Viet-
namese version of America’s 
chicken noodle soup, Bun bo 
Hue is a heartier and spicier soup 
traditionally made with both beef 
and pork broth. 
Th e vegetarian version Tofoo 
Com Chay serves manages to 
capture all those deep fl avors that 
will have you tipping and scraping 
the bowl for that last spoonful.
  For drinks, there is a small 
refrigerator fi lled with various 
sodas, juices (even aloe vera and 
coconut) and teas. 
As for dessert, they off er huge 
individually wrapped vegan 
cookies that are soft  and chewy, 
and would go perfectly with a cup 
of soy milk.
If you order to go, your food 
will be microwaved in a Styro-
foam box, so make sure if you 
don’t prefer that heating method 
you mention that to them. 
It is also a cash-only place and 
is closed on Sundays.
Terry Gilliam proclaimed in 1996 
that “Watchmen” was impossible to 
fi lm, aft er a failed att empt to bring the 
comic to life. 
Zack Snyder, director of “300,” has 
fi nally managed to fi lm the impossible, 
with only a few minor quibbles from 
this inveterate “Watchmen” fan. 
If you can get over the fact that this 
is not “Th e Dark Knight” — in fact, I 
fi nd “Watchmen” superior in almost ev-
ery way — “Watchmen” is a cinematic 
treasure.
I remember driving 30 miles to my 
local comic book store to pick up my 
anticipated copy of “Watchmen” each 
month.
Th is was a comic that urged instant 
reading and dared you not to be moved 
by what you witnessed inside. Th e mov-
ie is just as compelling, if  less detailed.
“Watchmen” inhabits an alternate 
1980s New York City, which is domi-
nated by gang violence and fears of ar-
mageddon.
Th e U.S. won the Vietnam War with 
the help of the electric-blue superhu-
man, Dr. Manhatt an, a nuclear physicist 
whose body was disassembled down to 
the atomic level by a nuclear accident 
and who willed himself back into exis-
tence.
Dr. Manhatt an is shown being wor-
shiped by the surrendering Viet Cong 
and he is increasingly becoming less 
connected to the world.
Richard Nixon has been elected 
president for the third term and masked 
heroes were outlawed in 1977 due to 
anti-mask hatred.
Government spook Edward Blake is 
tossed from his Manhatt an apartment 
to his death. Rorschach, the last masked 
hero still operating outside the law, dis-
covers that Blake was Th e Comedian, a 
spry 60-year-old former masked hero. 
Dr. Manhatt an, who is seen as the 
only thing keeping the world from nu-
clear holocaust, is driven from the world 
as he is led to believe he infl icts cancer 
on people around him. Could the same 
person involved in Blake’s death be be-
hind the cancer scare?
Rorschach, who wears a white mask 
with ever-changing black blobs, comes 
to the conclusion that someone is out to 
kill masked heroes and sets out to dis-
cover the villain’s identity.
Rorschach sets out to warn each 
of the members of his disbanded hero 
group, “Watchmen.” 
Nite Owl II has become a slightly 
chubby man who spends time drinking 
beers and talking about the glory days 
of crime fi ghting.
Silk Spectre II is a young lady who 
lives with Dr. Manhatt an and is his hu-
man connection.
Ozymandias, “the smartest man on 
earth,” has parlayed his unmasked hero 
status into a worldwide celebrity status. 
It’s standard comic fare, right? 
Wrong.
“Watchmen” focuses on the private 
lives of its characters. What would it be 
like to make love to a super being — a 
being that can be anywhere and make 
multiple copies of him? 
Silk Spectre wears a tight rubber out-
fi t that appears to be a black teddy along 
with the requisite stockings and garters. 
She is aware of the sexual nature of her 
outfi t and rebels against it while psycho-
logically she needs it.
Th e movie shows Rorschach’s de-
scent into homicidal, vigilante mad-
ness. He is shown breaking the fi ngers 
of an older man, an ex super villain, who 
might have information on the “mask 
killer.” Rorschach is Jack Bauer from 
“24”on steroids or Travis Bickle from 
“Taxi Driver” with a mean streak.
We see the “Watchmen” world 
through Rorschach’s eyes and through 
his journal entries that read like the 
rants of a psychotic Raymond Chandler 
character.
“Dog carcass in alley this morning, 
tire tread on burst stomach. Th is city 
is afraid of me. I have seen its true face. 
Th e streets are extended gutt ers and the 
gutt ers are full of blood and when the 
drains fi nally scab over, all the vermin 
will drown. Th e accumulated fi lth of all 
their sex and murder will foam up about 
their waists and all the whores and poli-
ticians will look up and shout ‘Save us!’ 
And I’ll whisper ‘no’,” his fi rst journal 
entry reads.
In his performance, former child star 
Jackie Earle Haley reveals a frightened 
child inside Rorschach and hopefully 
he will not have to die to be noticed for 
his work in this role. 
Haley owns this fi lm. He is Ror-
schach.
Billy Crudup provides Dr. Manhat-
tan with a very detached Zen-smooth 
voice that works well with his CGI 
body. Th e CGI eff ects work well here 
and have a soft  quality that almost ap-
pears water-colored at times.
Jeff rey Dean Morgan fi lls Dan 
Dreiberg with self-loathing and doubt. 
Morgan’s acting exposes the fact that the 
Nite Owl costume provides Dreiberg 
with more than just a secret identity. 
Snyder’s director manages to hold 
this very convoluted story together and 
summon great performances from most 
of his cast. I did not think he had this 
movie in him. 
Th ankfully, Snyder keeps the use 
of bullet-time slow motion eff ects to a 
minimum. “Watchmen” is about human 
beings and the use of “Matrix” style ef-
fects would really detract from this cen-
tral point.
Th e tag-line for the comic was “Who 
watches the Watchmen?”
Th e answer is you.
No prior reading of the graphic novel 
is needed. In fact, I think going in blind 
will lead to greater enjoyment. My wife, 
who only has heard my incessant ram-
blings about this comic on the years, 
said she enjoyed every second of the 
fi lm and never felt lost.
We always bitch about Hollywood 
and the lack of action fi lms with stories 
to tell. Th is is one. 
Head out and see “Watchmen.”  Th is 
movie begs for a big screen experience.
MINH PHAM
Staff Writer
South Asian fl avors; hold the meat
MOVIE REVIEW: ‘WATCHMEN’
Heroes: From bound pages to soundstages
HANK DREW
Staff Writer
Photo illustration by Jon XavierSpecial agent The Comedian as depicted 
in both the comic and the movie.
TOFOO COM CHAY
380 E. Santa Clara St.
SPICY TOFU AND 
EGGPLANT
EAT OF THEWEEK
MINH PHAM / Spartan Daily
Smiley photo courtesy offi cial Watchmen Web site
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Spartans continue to dominate on the diamond
BASEBALL
Senior Scott Sobczak was the starting pitcher for Sunday’s baseball game at Municipal Stadium. 
The Spartans defeated Pacifi c 6-3.
KIRSTEN AGUILAR / Spartan Daily
MATTHEW KIMEL
Sports Editor
Everybody knows that all 
good things must come to 
an end.
But for SJSU baseball, the 
end was nowhere in sight this 
weekend.
Th e Spartans swept the Pacif-
ic Tigers in a three-game series 
to improve to 9-0. SJSU remains 
one of three undefeated Divi-
sion I college baseball teams in 
the country.
“We try to win every game 
whether we’re playing Willow 
Glen Litt le League or the Yan-
kees,” said Spartan head coach 
Sam Piraro aft er Sunday’s win. 
“We’re going to try to win every 
game we play.”
On Friday, the Spartans 
jumped out to a 2-0 lead in the 
top of the fi rst at Pacifi c, but lost 
the lead when senior pitcher Da-
vid Berner (3-0) gave up three of 
his four earned runs on the day 
in the bott om of the second. 
Th e Spartans rallied back 
with two runs in the top of the 
third and picked up another in 
the fi ft h. With two outs in the 
eighth inning, senior Anthony 
Vega came in from the bullpen 
and made his fourth straight 
save as the Spartans pulled away 
with a 5-4 win.
“It’s hard to be 9-0 — it’s not 
easy,” Piraro said. “We’ve had 
some tight games.”
On Saturday, the Spartans 
used three runs in the top of the 
third inning to overcome a 2-1 
defi cit before routing the Tigers 
for a 9-3 victory. Junior Max 
Peterson threw eight innings, 
struck out seven batt ers and im-
proved to 2-0 on the season. 
Th e Spartans came out of the 
fi rst inning in Sunday’s home 
game with a 3-0 lead. SJSU 
scored on a single by junior Kar-
son Klauer, a double by sopho-
more Danny Stienstra and a 
balk by Pacifi c’s starter Hunter 
Carnevale.
“To have that jump start 
helps more than anything else,” 
said Spartan senior starting 
pitcher Scott  Sobczak. 
Th e Tigers threatened the 
Spartans in the top of the sec-
ond with a pair of singles.
With runners on fi rst and 
third and no outs, Pacifi c’s Mike 
Walker was thrown out at home 
by Stienstra aft er the fi rst base-
man picked up a ball hit to him. 
Sobczak escaped the inning 
without giving up a run on a 
strikeout and a force out at sec-
ond on a grounder to shortstop 
junior Kyle Bellows.
“I didn’t think he had his 
good stuff  early,” Piraro said. “To 
(Sobczak’s) credit, he pitched 
out of a tough jam.”
Th e Tigers got back two runs 
in the third inning. Pacifi c’s Brett  
Christopher advanced runners 
on fi rst and second with no outs 
on a sacrifi ce bunt. Th en J.B. 
Brown’s line drive up the middle 
brought in two runners, but 
Brown was thrown out at fi rst by 
the Spartans’ cutoff  man aft er he 
rounded fi rst base too far. 
Th e Spartans and Tigers each 
added a run in the fi ft h and sixth 
inning. Klauer led off  the fi ft h 
inning for the Spartans with a 
blooper to right fi eld down the 
line for a double and scored on a 
single up the middle by Bellows 
to give the Spartans a 4-2 lead. 
Aft er giving up two earned 
runs on three hits in fi ve innings 
of work, Sobczak was relieved 
by sophomore pitcher Ryan 
Vander Tuig, who allowed the 
Tigers to att empt a comeback.
Aft er Vander Tuig recorded 
one out, Brown hit a solo home 
run to right fi eld to cut the Spar-
tans’ lead to 4-3.
SJSU sealed the deal in the 
seventh inning, however. Bel-
lows led off  the seventh with a 
triple to left  fi eld and Stienstra 
was walked to give the Spartans 
runners on fi rst and third with 
no outs. With a 2-2 count, se-
nior Alex Sofranac hit a blooper 
for a single just out of reach of 
Pacifi c’s second baseman to 
bring in Bellows from third and 
advance Stienstra to third. 
Senior Tyler Heil pinch hit 
for junior Corey Valine, who 
went 0-3 in the game aft er his 
18-game hitt ing streak was 
snapped Saturday. Heil’s fi eld-
er’s choice drove in a run to give 
SJSU a 6-3 lead.
Bellows, who had not played 
the last two games before the 
Pacifi c series due to pneumonia, 
went 9-11 against Pacifi c.
Th e Spartans said they were 
glad to have Bellows back.
“Defensively, off ensively, you 
saw him hit that triple off  the 
wall today. To have him come 
back is a jump start to our team,” 
Sobczak said. 
In the top of the ninth, Spar-
tan sophomore reliever Luke 
Mazzanti walked the Tigers 
leadoff  batt er and then gave up 
a single. Vega came in to relieve 
Mazzanti with runners on fi rst 
and second with one out.  
He struck out Larry Holscher 
and Kurt Wideman grounded out 
on a bouncer to third to give Vega 
his fi ft h save of the year. 
“Vega has just been lights out 
for us,” Piraro said. 
Th e Spartans’ 9-0 record marks 
the team’s best start since going 
15-0 in 1989. 
“We just hope we can carry 
that into next week,” Piraro said. 
“We’ve got a fi ve-game week 
which will be really tough for us.” 
Th e SJSU gymnastics team 
was victorious against Utah 
State by a score of 194.150 to 
191.150 in its fi nal home meet 
of the 2009 season on Sunday. 
Despite the win, head coach 
Wayne Wright said the team did 
well but did not perform to the 
highest of their ability since they 
had just come back from a meet 
against Southern Utah.
“We showed a good eff ort,” 
he said. “I know we could do 
bett er, but we knew it was going 
to be a litt le bit rough. We got 
on a bus for three hours to Las 
Vegas in a snow storm and got 
back to San Jose at three o’ clock 
on Saturday and had to compete 
on Sunday, which is rough. Th e 
girls were feeling tired, but that’s 
sports. It was as well as expected 
considering all the things that 
we went through to make this 
meet happen.”
Senior Veronica Porte ranked 
No. 1 overall at the meet with a 
score of 38.625.
“I’m happy with my perfor-
mance,” she said. “I had a litt le 
mess up on beam, but that’s OK. 
I wanted to come in here and 
just have fun. As for the team, 
we had a rough beam, but other 
than that we did great and I’m 
proud of the fl oor team.” 
SJSU had the highest score in 
three out of four events. 
With a score of 9.775, fresh-
man Th omasina Wallace came 
away with the highest beam 
score. Wallace also took the top 
spot for fl oor routines scoring 
9.900, the highest score given 
at the meet. Sophomore Lily 
Swann fi nished fi rst for the vault 
event scoring 9.800. 
A score of 9.850 made Utah 
State’s Nicole Simoneau the top 
scorer for the bars event.
SJSU’s Alise Blackwell was 
in the top three rankings for the 
vault, bars and beam events. Her 
bars score was 9.825, 9.700 for 
beam and 9.750 for vault. 
With this being Blackwell’s 
senior year and fi nal home meet, 
she said she was satisfi ed with 
the team’s performance as well 
as her own and felt it was a good 
fi nish to her four years.
“I thought I did prett y good 
doing all I could to help the 
team get another win,” Blackwell 
said. “Th e team did really good. 
We were tired, we had a meet on 
Friday, but we did a great job of 
sticking in there and fi nishing 
it off .” 
Coach Wright said the big-
gest win was on Friday against 
Southern Utah University.
“In Utah, no one’s beat them 
in their gym in over two years, 
and we beat them which is 
huge,” Wright said. “I kind of 
felt a litt le bit bad because it was 
their senior night and every-
body wants their seniors to go 
out on a good note, but we are a 
good team. We knew that going 
in there and we wanted to focus 
on ourselves and we got a good 
score and we’re very happy 
with that.” 
Utah State had beat SJSU at 
home last year, senior gymnast 
Porte said, and the team had 
that in the back of their minds 
and knew they wouldn’t let it 
happen again.
With the team leading the 
season with a 14-1 record and 
one loss to Boise State, Wright 
said he is very pleased with the 
team, adding that he just wants 
the team to rest right now and 
let their bodies heal. 
Once they are rested, Wright 
said he would like the gymnasts 
to work on cleaning up their 
routines and work on their form 
to make everything look bett er. 
As for the remain-
der of the season, Wright 
said he hopes the team 
will win the Western Ath-
letic Conference champi-
onships in a week and then 
qualify for the regional champi-
onships. 
Spartans 
roll past 
Utah State 
Aggies
SAMANTHA RIVERA
Staff Writer
Senior Veronica Porte performs 
her fl oor routine after SJSU’s victory against Utah State on 
Sunday.
“I thought I did 
pretty good 
doing all I could 
to help the team 
get another win.”
ALISE BLACKWELL
Spartan gymnast
SJSU one of three Division I 
teams that remain undefeated
GYMNASTICS
KIRSTEN AGUILAR / Spartan Daily
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JUSTIN PERRY
Staff Writer
CLUB RUGBY
Five years of losing is over
Spartan head coach Pam DeCosta (center) hangs her head as the 
Spartans lose to New Mexico State 64-50 at the Event Center on Sunday.
ANDREW VILLA / Spartan Daily
 Classifieds
EMPLOYMENT
STUDENT WORK (NEAR 
SJSU) As featured in the Wall 
Street Journal in August 2008. 
*$17.70 BASE-appt. 
*FLEXIBLE SCHEDULES 
*No experience necessary 
*Training provided 
*Customer sales/ service 
*Scholarships awarded annu-
ally 
*Internships possible 
*Some conditions apply 
*All majors may apply 
CALL FOR INTERVIEW 
(408) 866-1100 
(650) 940-9400 
(510) 790-2100 
www.workforstudents.com/ 
sjsu 
EARN EXTRA MONEY Stu-
dents needed ASAP
Earn up to $150 per day being 
a mystery shopper
No Experience Required
Call 1-800-722-4791 
SURVEY TAKERS NEEDED: 
Make $5-$25 per survey. www. 
GetPaidToThink.com 
SERVICES
FIXLAPTOP.COM BUY SELL 
REPAIR Laptop & Parts Repair 
PC Data Recovery Remove 
Virus Rental Trade Laptop & 
Parts (408)469-5999 
CLASSIFIED AD RATE INFORMATION
Each line averages 25 spaces.  
Each letter, number, punctuation mark, and space is formatted into an ad line.  
The first line will be set in bold type and upper case for no extra charge up to 20 spaces.  
A minimum of three lines is required. 
Deadline is 10:00 am , 2-weekdays prior to publication.
MINIMUM THREE LINE CLASSIFIED AD:
DAYS:   1          2         3          4
RATE:  $10.00  $15.00  $20.00  $25.00 
$2.50 EACH ADDITIONAL LINE AFTER THE THIRD LINE. 
$3.00 EACH ADDITIONAL DAY.
 • RATES ARE CONSECUTIVE DAYS ONLY.  •ALL ADS ARE PREPAID. 
 • NO REFUNDS ON CANCELLED ADS.
FREQUENCY DISCOUNT: 40+ consecutive issues: 10% discount
SJSU STUDENT RATE: 10% discount.  
Ads must be placed in person in DBH 209 from 10 AM or 3PM.  
STUDENT ID REQUIRED.  
Rate applies to student’s individual ads only.  Not intended for businesses and/or other persons. 
Frequency discount does not apply.
www.thespartandaily.com
DISCLAIMER
The Spartan Daily makes no claim for products or services 
advertised below nor is there any guarantee implied.  The classified 
columns of the Spartan Daily consist of paid advertising and 
offers are not approved or verified by the newspaper. Certain 
advertisements in these columns may refer the reader to specific 
telephone numbers or addresses for additional information.  
Classified readers should be reminded that, when making these 
further contacts, they should require complete information before 
sending money for goods or services.  In addition, readers should 
carefully investigate all firms offering employment listings or coupons 
for discount vacations or merchandise. 
Need a Roommate?
Need a Job?
Need a Roommate
with a Job?
Spartan Daily
Classiﬁeds
Th e SJSU club rugby team 
ended a fi ve-year losing streak 
with a 27-12 victory over the Uni-
versity of San Francisco on Satur-
day at the Spartan Stadium East 
Field. 
“Th e drought’s over,” said as-
sistant coach Phillip Middleton. 
“We just broke a fi ve-year losing 
streak right there. You guys just 
witnessed history.”
Right from the start, the Spar-
tans came down hard against the 
Dons, dominating the fi rst half. 
Eighth man Jon Patchett  scored a 
try in the 12th minute of play to 
go up 5-0. 
Like a fi nely tuned machine, 
the Spartan off ense continued to 
fl ourish and scored again at the 
middle of the fi rst half with a try 
by outside-center Byron Coving-
ton, which brought the score to 
10-0.
Inside-center James Vargas 
landed another try at the end of 
the fi rst half, and team captain 
Hideki Maniwa took the conver-
sion, leaving the Spartans with a 
17-0 lead at the half. 
Lock Vishnu Rengaraju scored 
another try at the beginning of the 
second half to put the score 22-0. 
Vargas got his second try of the 
game in the middle of the half to 
go up 27-0.
“I hadn’t scored in a while so 
I was really eager to get it today,” 
Vargas said. “It was our fi rst win 
ever so I was really jacked this 
whole week, ready to play USF. 
So it was really great.”
San Francisco scored two tries 
and a conversion toward the end 
of the game, but it was to no avail.
“Th at was a good team win, 
I’m proud of the boys,” head 
coach Dean White said. “Th ey’ve 
worked hard all year. Th ey’ve 
earned this one.”
Middleton said the team’s hard 
work and dedication in the week 
leading up to the game was an 
important factor in their perfor-
mance in Saturday’s game.
“Th is week was the fi rst week 
where we had prett y much all our 
starters at practice all week,” he 
said. “Even with a few guys in-
jured, they were still coming out, 
working hard at practice on Tues-
day and Th ursday and it actually 
showed on Saturday. It carried 
right over into the game.”
Th e Spartans demonstrated 
exceptional teamwork on Satur-
day, and the coaches and players 
alike felt this was the key to their 
success.
“Th is is the fi rst time I’ve seen 
us play well as a team,” Maniwa 
said. “Before this game, we’d al-
ways come apart, we’d have a 
lot of individuals. But today we 
achieved everything we needed 
to come out with a win.”
Middleton agreed.
“Everyone played as a team, 
kept everything together, stayed 
focused, picked each other up 
instead of putt ing each other 
down when mistakes were made,” 
he said.
Sports in brief
Men’s basketball
The Spartans lost to 
Nevada, 89-66, and Utah 
State, 89-77, to fi nish 
the regular season 13-16. 
SJSU travels to Reno 
for the Western Athletic 
Conference Tournament 
as the No. 7 seed, and will 
take on Nevada in the fi rst 
round on Thursday.
Softball
Cal State Bakersfi eld won 
three out of four games 
against SJSU during the 
weekend. The Spartans  
won the second game of 
Saturday’s doubleheader in 
a 1-0.
Water Polo
The Spartans could not 
end a four-game losing 
streak, being defeated by 
the University of Southern 
California 13-6 on Saturday.
Women’s basketball
The Spartans go into 
the Western Athletic 
Conference Tournament 
as the No. 9 seed, after 
losing their fi nal regular 
season game to Utah State, 
62-51. The team will play 
Hawaii on Tuesday, in the 
tournament’s play-in game.
-Staff Report-
SJSU’s Mike Cronenwett battles 
against University of San Francisco during a lineout at the 
Spartan Stadium East Field on Saturday. 
ANDREW VILLA / Spartan Daily
Close calls seemed to be the 
theme for the Spartan women’s 
tennis team in a 4-3 victory 
against Southern Utah University 
Th underbirds. 
With the scores tied, the Spar-
tans needed sophomore Olivia 
Marshall to win the fi nal match of 
the day. Aft er beating her oppo-
nent 6-3 in the fi rst set, Marshall 
almost won the second set but 
lost it 7-5 in a tiebreaker.  
“I was a bit nervous, but Olivia 
stepped up big time,” said head 
coach Anh-Dao Nguyen-Church. 
“It was her fi rst time playing the 
number one singles position.”
Her opponent, Ksusha Naz-
arova, managed to make Mar-
shall’s racket tap the fl oor a couple 
of times with fast volleys and hard 
forehand shots. But whereas Naz-
arova seemed like she was strug-
gling and exerting herself for ev-
ery shot, Marshall seemed more 
calm and in control.
 Marshall’s patience paid off 
when she was able to successfully 
volley at the front of the net and 
drive the ball hard in the third set. 
By the last game points, Marshall 
had her team at their feet support-
ing and cheering for her. 
“I was trying my best and try-
ing to concentrate,” Marshall said. 
“It was nice to win a game that was 
so critical and hearing my team-
mates was really encouraging.”
Captain and senior Amber Sil-
verstone also provided two victo-
ries playing as part of the number 
two doubles team as well as the 
number two singles, scoring 6-3, 
6-0.  
“I played the same girl last year 
in singles and beat her, but they’ve 
defi nitely improved,” Silverstone 
said. 
Silverstone and Marshall 
teamed up to take a doubles match 
8-3. Th ey were the only Spartan 
doubles team to win. A series of 
well-placed volleys and a fast-
paced game proved to be the win-
ning formula for the doubles team.
“I am very excited because this 
game was really a test,” Nguyen-
Church said. “We knew this was 
the toughest Southern Utah team 
we played and I hope we keep im-
proving.”
Some of the changes were the 
diff erent positions some of the la-
dies had to play due to two players 
still recovering from mono, said 
Nguyen-Church.
Th e number two and three 
doubles team both lost their pro 
set games, 8-1 and 8-4. Freshman 
singles player Kerri Kummer de-
feated her opponent, Dasha Rud, 
by a score of 6-4, 6-3. One of the 
four singles player to win her 
match, junior Jennifer Williams 
garnered a score of 6-2, 6-4.
Sunday’s win ended a 2-0 week-
end for the Spartans aft er they also 
beat Cal State Bakersfi eld, 6-1, on 
Saturday.
Spartan tennis 
goes 2-0
MINH PHAM
Staff WriterSports Guide
Rugby
USF Tue 6:00 Muni Stad.
Cal Poly Wed 6:00 Muni Stad.
SCU Sat 10:00* SJSU
Ill. St.# Tue 12:00 Spartan Field
Vermont# Wed 12:00 Spartan Field
Colo St. Fri 9:00* Spartan Field
CSULB Fri 11:00* Spartan Field
Canisius Sat 1:00 Spartan Field
UNLV Sat 3:00 Spartan Field
UCLA Sat 12:00 Swim Center
 
*a.m. game
#Doubleheader
Baseball
Softball
Water Polo
In the wake of the 2008 elec-
tions, there is a power vacuum 
atop the Republican Party. Th e 
party has some new faces that 
are gaining power, but it is a 
well-known name that seems to 
be making the biggest push for 
power, and I am all for it.
Louisiana Gov. Bobby Jindal 
is set to be the GOP’s answer 
to Barack Obama. “Th e rock 
star of the Republican Party,” as 
Sean Hannity called him, gave 
his fi rst big speech on Feb. 24 in 
response to President Obama’s 
speech to a joint session of 
Congress.
Juan Williams, a conser-
vative political contributor 
for Fox News, said Jindal’s 
speech was a “really poor 
performance.”
“It just came off  as amateur-
ish, and even the tempo in which 
he spoke seemed like sing-song, 
and he was telling stories that 
seemed very simplistic and al-
most childish,” Williams said.
Another Republican who has 
drawn comparisons to Obama 
is Michael Steele, chairman of 
the Republican National Com-
mitt ee. Steele rose through the 
ranks quickly. He became lieu-
tenant governor of Maryland 
in 2003 and, like Obama, had a 
prominent speech at his party’s 
2004 national convention.
Steele also served as chair-
man of GOPAC, a Republican 
political action committ ee that 
is essentially a training camp for 
the party.
But competing with these 
up-and-comers for control of 
the party is the self-proclaimed 
“most dangerous man in Amer-
ica,” radio talk show host Rush 
Limbaugh.
In an interview with CNN, 
Steele said that he was the de 
facto leader of the Republican 
Party, not Limbaugh. He also 
said that Limbaugh is an “enter-
tainer” and described his tactics 
as “incendiary” and “ugly” and 
spoke of empowering the black 
community and improving ed-
ucation.
Limbaugh responded by say-
ing that Steele is the head of the 
Republican National Commit-
tee, not the Republican Party. 
He asked why Steele seems ob-
sessed with making sure Obama 
succeeds.
“Th is isn’t complicated 
stuff  here, folks. It’s diffi  cult to 
organize the defeat of Obama 
and the Democrat(ic) Con-
gress in 2012, if we want to,” 
Limbaugh said.
He went on to explain that 
the key to success for the Re-
publicans is to move further to 
the right.
“Th e pressure is on the 
Republican Party to be more 
Democrat(ic) Party-like, and 
too many Republicans in Wash-
ington want to make that hap-
pen,” Limbaugh said. “Well, just 
the opposite is going to happen. 
Th e sleeping conservative giant 
has been awakened here. It’s a 
beautiful thing.”
Steele quickly apolo-
gized for his comments on 
Limbaugh.
“My intent was not to go aft er 
Rush – I have enormous respect 
for Rush Limbaugh,” Steele said 
in a telephone interview with 
Politico. “I was maybe a litt le bit 
inarticulate. … Th ere was no at-
tempt on my part to diminish 
his voice or his leadership.”
As dirty as it makes me feel, 
I agree with Limbaugh’s no-
tion that the Republican Party 
moving to the right is “a beau-
tiful thing.” Aft er eight years of 
George W. Bush, it took a care-
ful balancing act of John Mc-
Cain to keep his party with him, 
while continuing to try to por-
tray himself as a maverick.
Th e Republicans have taken 
some major strides toward 
opening their party up over the 
past year. Th ey named their fi rst 
female vice-presidential candi-
date, appointed the fi rst black 
chairman of the national com-
mitt ee and Louisiana voted in 
the fi rst Indian-American gov-
ernor in U.S. history.
Th e party needs good ole 
boys like Limbaugh and Newt 
Gingrich to bring back their 
limited views and corrup-
tion and shut off  prospective 
voters both physically and 
ideologically.
Whether it is Limbaugh or 
someone who shares his ideas, 
those racist, misogynous views 
will ensure failure for the party. 
I could att empt to list the con-
troversy Limbaugh has been 
embroiled in, but it would be 
too cumbersome. Th e list at 
Media Matt ers currently sits at 
334 off enses.
Steele and Jindal will re-
bound as time continues. But 
hopefully Limbaugh will have 
already driven past them in the 
race for control of the Grand 
Old Party. 
“How much more money 
will I be charged?” 
$30. 
“Th at much more every 
semester?” 
Yes. Th e increase in fees will 
go up every semester aft er this 
one to help with the costs of 
construction and remodeling 
the Student Union. 
“Will I ever get to use the 
new Student Union?” 
Probably not, unless you plan 
to stay here at SJSU for an extra 
four years.
I can understand the school 
needs to fi nd money to fund 
the project, but digging into the 
wallets of students some more is 
unnecessary. 
Lett ers to the Spartan Daily 
about the rise of Student Union 
fees have not been generally 
positive with readers.
According to the Student 
Union’s 2007-08 annual report, 
campus fees have risen and will 
continue to rise to support proj-
ects such as the Student Center 
Facilities project, which in-
cludes the expansion of the Stu-
dent Union and the Sport Club 
Fitness Center. 
Th e new construction will 
defi nitely be a great addition to 
the campus, but I will not be 
here to use the new buildings. 
Th e current Student Union fee 
is $186 per semester, according 
to the Web site of the Bursar’s 
Offi  ce, and adding $30 to that 
every semester will be well over 
$200, even more than $300 in a 
matt er of years. 
As students, we pour money 
into the Spartan Bookstore, 
food establishments and all of 
the entertainment and services 
provided in the Student Union.
Th e project is scheduled 
to be completed in 2013.
By that time, sophomores, ju-
niors and seniors would be 
long gone, unless they are on an 
extremely long-term academic 
plan.
Th e money should be spent 
on things like heating and cool-
ing. Th e classrooms I sit in are 
either frigid or an oven, and we 
are the turkeys being roasted 
out of our money. 
Or that money can be spent 
on bett er wireless Internet for 
the campus. I would rather 
have the money spent on some-
thing students can use now, not 
tomorrow.
How long can students wait 
for something they might not 
even get a chance to use? As stu-
dents, we fork money over for 
our tuition, books, parking per-
mit, gas, food, rent and the list 
goes on and on.
Th irty dollars might not 
seem like a lot of money, but it is 
a tank of gas, groceries or school 
supplies.  From the typical back-
pack, exam materials to writ-
ing utensils, an extra $30 in my 
pocket is necessary. 
With all these new upcoming 
fees, I’ll be left  with pennies buy-
ing a hamburger at Burger King, 
rather than a $5 footlong at 
Subway.
Th e campus has plenty of 
commuter students and they 
work outside of SJSU, and don’t 
always have the time to go to the 
Student Union to spend money 
and time there.
Th e food and shops at the 
Student Union don’t off er good 
deals or discounts. I can easily 
walk across the street and use 
my Tower Card to rack up dis-
counts and deals that are much 
more eye-catching than the 
union. 
Why force everyone to pay 
when not every student uses the 
Student Union?
Instead of the mandatory 
$30 fee, why not charge a small 
tax on the goods and services 
provided in the Student Union? 
Let the students decide whether 
or not they would pay the tax 
rather than forcing everyone to 
pay the extra rising fees.
If students were asked to pay 
extra fees, that money should be 
spent on updating classrooms, 
bett er school services and help-
ing students graduate on time. 
Students provide their own 
necessities for school, they work 
hard, and now they will be asked 
to fork over extra money? 
I don’t think so.
Paying an extra $30 a year is 
the only way that the Student 
Union will be renovated from all 
of its late 1960s glory.
According to its Web site, the 
Student Union doesn’t receive 
fi nancial support to build, reno-
vate, or maintain its facilities from 
the California State University 
system or the state of California.
What this means is that the 
money must come from the 
people who will be using it: the 
students.  If we want new facili-
ties, we’ve got to pay for them. 
Th e only things that have 
changed in that building since it 
was built in 1969 are the carpets 
and the lighting. SJSU might be 
the oldest public institution of 
higher education on the West 
Coast, but it doesn’t have to look 
like it. 
Th e expected plans for the 
Student Union include a 24-hour 
cyber cafe, a prayer room for stu-
dents and an indoor theater, said 
Cathy Busalacchi, executive di-
rector of the Student Union. 
Rather than having the dull, 
dusky and dim union that we’re 
used to, windows are going to be 
installed and an atrium will be 
built to let light and life into the 
place. For students who want to 
join a club or organization and 
don’t know where to start, Stu-
dent Involvement services will be 
in one central location. 
Bigger is bett er, in this case. 
Th e Student Union is going to 
span from Seventh to Ninth 
Streets and meeting rooms are 
going to hold more than 60 
people due to the demand in 
growing clubs, organizations and 
Greek life. 
For the naturally competitive 
students, Cal State Los Angeles 
just opened their newly renovated 
University-Student Union about 
two months ago. Th e renovation 
of Cal State Northridge’s Univer-
sity Student Union ended in 2006 
and Cal State Chico’s Student 
Union reopened in 2008.
We should be able to enjoy 
a new, nice place to study and 
hang out like students from some 
of the other universities. Th ose 
student unions weren’t as sea-
soned as SJSU’s, and our students 
should have enough pride to want 
the best. 
Th ink about this: How much 
money did you just spend on your 
iPhone? Fast food? Your lifeline, 
Starbucks? All very nice, person-
al things. How about using that 
money to go toward something 
that will be around for many years 
and that other people can use?
Siblings, cousins, children and 
the San Jose community will be 
able to enjoy the contributions 
made by us, the current students 
of SJSU, for years to come. I won’t 
fail to mention that new students 
will also be paying their fair share 
of fees once they enroll, so the 
weight is not entirely pushed onto 
our shoulders. 
Students were also involved 
in the planning process. A survey 
was sent through MySJSU back 
in December 2006, asking stu-
dents what improvements they 
would want to see in the campus’ 
facilities. Th ey had a 13 percent 
response, and from that informa-
tion they began planning in Au-
gust of that same year.
Th e bott om line is that this 
renovation is for the students of 
SJSU, not money-hungry high-
er-ups that are out to steal our 
dough.
Yes, the U.S. is in a recession. 
We’re broke, I get it. But like many 
things in life, a plan has got to start 
somewhere 
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Rather than 
having the dull, 
dusky and dim 
union that we’re 
used to, windows 
are going to be 
installed and an 
atrium will be built 
to let light and life 
into the place. 
Online Exclusive
To listen to a podcast about about this issue, 
visit www.TheSpartanDaily.com
Should current students have to pay 
an additional $30 in fees to cover the 
cost of remodeling the Student Union?
YES
DID YOU KNOW...
Today is Barbie’s 50th birthday? 
Toy maker Mattel introduced the blonde, 
blue-eyed doll March 9, 1959, selling 
more than 1 billion dolls to date.
— BBC Online
TOMMY WRIGHT
Wright on the Left
OPPOSINGVIEWS:
How long can 
students wait for 
something they 
might not even get 
a chance to use? 
As students, we 
fork money over for 
our tuition, books, 
parking permit, gas, 
food, rent and the 
list goes on and on.
NO
Tommy Wright is the 
Spartan Daily managing 
editor. “Wright on the Left” 
appears every other Monday.
Hoping Limbaugh rushes to lead GOP
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